« RWD Classic films just out on DVD and video.

“IDON'T

LIKE AUDIO
COMMENTARY
= | FEEL LIKE
IT'S LIKE A
BETRAYAL OF
THE FILM."

“DVDS ARE IN
TRANSITION
RIGHT NOW,

TRYING TO FIND
THEMSELVES..."

The king of DVD documentaries, Laurent Bouzereau, talks
diana Jones, dream DVDs and the future of the medium

10 PUTITSIMPLY, WHEN THE WORLD'S BEST
T e =
speed-dial Laurent Bouzereau. A jobbing film
journalist, Bouzereau broke into documentary production
after his book, The De Palma Cut, led him to work on the

Criterion Collection laserdise for Carrie. His passion for
1941 put him on Amblin's radar, and he quickly became

Itwassomething [ had in the back of m
it’simportant to do the definitive reference thing. So I have
tosay that, while I do care about the people who already

know things, I can bring a perspective toit— in thisc

ymind. Forme,

Steven Spielbere’s documentarian of choce. Aswellas
D

time. That means, even though they know be
story, they are going to enjoy hearingit; but, more to the point,

illustrated. E

packagesfor G

together retrospective takes on David Lean and Alfred

Hitchcock. Currently jugeling:

o producer Rober “Ineed more snakes,”it

y Lumet back catalog
begins by discussing his newest releas
‘The Adventures Of Indiana Jones.

Bouzes

How did you approach the Indy DVDs?
T've been preparing for this ince the movie came outin 1981
(laughs). Tostart with, a lot of research needed to be done
Tknew what we had in terms of archive, but I knew there
also’ Imdmb\u lot of behind-the-scenes footage shot or\ the
d George Lucasa
things—and that'sp

set.

y unique,

having
material when 've been doing documentaries. This was quite
the opposite— theamount of material wasoverwhelming

‘The Tom Selleck screen tests are real gold dust...

It mmmpmum\nn.\hmxD\’Dnlnlh\m' peoplewho
not get the part 'tp

theirscreentest advertised, Because Tom Sellck got the
role butlost it to Magnum, ry happy

e tothestory. I found a ot of stories that
Ididn't know — I didn't he scene between Karen
Allen (Marion) and Paul Freeman (Bellog) was improvised.

Not really. T had 300 tapes, so there’s obviously stuff that's
not there. But I think some DVDs throw everything and the
i's not structured and feels like waffle.

MOVIESTORE (4)

B! EREAU'S BE

TAXI DRIVER

| (Columbia TriStar, £1999)

Bouzereau's 70-minute

‘documentary is an 1 3

object lesson n the

= comprehensive ‘making N

of'. He even gets %

% Robert De Niro to ‘fess 3

up on Travis Bickle. 3
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Buy DVDs online at www.empireonline.co.uk/shop/

The beauty of working with Steven and Georgeis that there’s

educational side, too. Since we determined carly on what the

noaudio commentary Steven s visual person, he's very
lively, but the commentary would be dull because you
wouldn'tsee him being so passionate. Hopefully I've
uncorked allthe questions everybody wants to hear.

What have been the toughest DD extras to ut together?
The ones where everybody s dead. When you do Rear

‘Window and no-one’s left and I have to find the one extra in
the background, it a challenge. I don'tthink I have a style.

i
styleof the documentary, to bring theirenthusiasm, their
I'm
a go-between for the story and the audience. So I'd say the
Hitchcock and David Lean ttles were the hardest.

Bouzereau
would like to
weave his DVD
magic on the
classic Star
Wars trilogy.

How can DVD producers up the ante on DVD extras?

1t scary right now with DVD. Sometimes Ill come up

withan idea and they llsay, “Oh, it been done to death

already by the people who did The Matrix,”and I'm like,
“Oh, Ithought I was being original.” P'm much more:

conservative. I don'tlike gimmicks. I'm lucky to be

stories would beand what order they P

people ef

Anything that went against those stories wasn't included.

What i it like exploring the Lucasfilm archive?
It like a museum — you start believing that stuff s real. The
Grail Diary from Last Crusadeisa prop, but it designed for

their approach to things I think
DVDs arein transition right now, trying to find
themselves. Some DVDs have too much stuff and
don't feel coherent to me — it fels intimidating. But
itmight not be for kids who are used to video games

Finaly,

real. It prop. They don't do anything

assed. Theother exciting thing s finding:
Thatsanart hat has completly goncor ben fanstormed

Stillno Steven Spielbery ?
I don't like audio commentary— it’s like a betrayal to have
someone talking throughout the picture, evenif it’s the

The Star 2y 2
Tlove The Deep, Orea The Killer Whale and Logan's
Run. Talsolike The Other Side Of Midnight — it took
onawhole new dimension for me that didn’t actually

¥

exist, aside from in my hea
IANFREER

director. Luc:

and reproducingit for a home audience —and that means

CARRIE Al ARTIFICIAL

on DVD from Paramount, priced £44.99.

THE ADVENTURES

LAWRENCE OF ARABIA
(OF INDIANA JONES

(MGH, [rww INTELLIGENCE (Columbia Trstar, £2499)

Carrie, Laur (Warner, £2499) A textbook example (Paramount, E4499)

Bouzereau's Iilwur of Surpassing the usual i retrospective DVD Aterrific mix of

love, features three bland featurettes, this pach n-set footage and

‘documentaries in an series of documentaries hour-long ‘making of', fresh interviews

‘embryonic take on details the A. I. rare newsreels and coalesce into a

his ‘definitive filmmaking process Spielberg talking compelling romp.

overview style. in stunning detail. about its influence. through Indy lore.
:
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